
Tobermory
Low-Light Photography Workshop

Sept. 8-10 2017

Overview:
Once  again,  photographers  Paul Iacoviello and  Stephen  Gilligan  invite you to 
participate in the 11th year of their annual Low-Light Photography Workshop 
in Tobermory, Ontario. The workshop is centered  in and around the Bruce 
Peninsula National Park and the town of Tobermory. It features early morning 
and late afternoon instructor supervised photo sessions at locations in the 
national park and and along peninsula shoreline. The workshop instructors 
will personally guide you to selected locations  and instruct you in achieving 
the best low-light images possible. Your workshop fee includes all park 
admissions, two light breakfasts, light snacks, and two dinners (personally 
prepared by the instructors!).



Workshop info:

Location:

The Bruce Peninsula National Park is a 155 square kilometer area 
established in 1987, as the core of UNESCO’s Niagara Escarpment World 
Biosphere Reserve. The northern cliff formations, known as The Great 
Wall, are actually the fossil rich remains of a barrier reef that existed over 
400 million years ago. The park is one of the largest remaining natural 
forests and habitat in Southern Ontario. The peninsula’s shorelines are 
easily among the most scenic areas of the region, hosting beaches, 
rugged cliffs, a grotto, unique cove formations, and dramatic sunrises 
and sunsets. Photographic opportunities here are endless.

Topics and Outcomes:

Stabilization! Tripod selection, best practice for long exposure, 
image stabilization

Filters! Use of graduated and neutral density (ND) 
filters, exposure calculation

Composition! Challenges of working in low light, exposure 
influence, compositional elements

Processing! Photoshop / Lightroom tools and tricks,  shooting 
RAW, handling noise

Where: We will be based at Princess Hotel / Cottages in Tobermory.

Number of  participants: maximum of 12

Please Note:
This  is an “all weather workshop”. Some of our most dramatic images will be a 
result of “bad” weather (winds and rain). Unless there is lightning, we will 

be shooting. Bring rain gear for yourself and camera.

Although we’re walking mostly on trails, there is still a good bit of uneven 
and rocky ground to cover (the beaches are boulders, not sand). Good 

walking / hiking  shoes  are  strongly recommended.

“One of the great rewards and benefits of the workshop with Paul and 
Stephen is the laughs and friendship made along the way. It was a fun 
weekend!”

-Chris Zizzo, participant 2015



What You Need to Know

Workshop info:

When:! Sept. 8, 9, 10 of 2017 (Fri. – Sun.)

We will meet on the Friday afternoon (target is 3:00pm) for introductions and 
workshop overview. Our first shoot will be Friday evening. Saturday is a full day 
starting before dawn and ending after sun down. Sunday includes a morning shoot 
followed by an optional trip to Flower Pot Island. (This is not included in the 
workshop fee). We say good bye around noon. 

Where: We’ll be based at Harpur Cottage by the Princess Hotel in Tobermory.

Workshop Costs: ! Workshop fee: $ 395.00
The fee Includes, park admission costs as well as 2 light Breakfasts, snacks, and 2 
dinners.

A $100.00 deposit is required to reserve your spot. Contact Stephen Gilligan at 
gilligan@torontomail.com or 705-627-3388 to make arrangements. 
Payment may be made through PayPal or eTransfer.
If cancellation is received prior to or on July 28th 2017 a refund of $75.00 will be 
issued. With cancellations after July 28thth 2017 the entire deposit will be forfeited.
  

Participants will be responsible for their own transportation, accommodation, and 
other food and beverage requirements.

What you need to bring:

A camera, of course! It does not to need to be overly sophisticated but manual 
control is a must. A tripod. Optional items would be graduated ND filters, polarizer, 
remote shutter release. Camera rain gear is recommended (if you do not know 
what this is, send us an email). A plastic bag and an elastic band however can 
make for a quick replacement. 

I suggest you bring a computer. There will be an opportunity to discuss processing 
workflow as well as sharing some of our images for discussion. 

In addition, be prepared for rain or cold. September is unpredictable and that 
makes it all the more interesting! An LED light is useful (headband style is 
preferable). This will help you use your gear in the dark as well as aid in navigating 
the trails.
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Suggested Accommodations:

The Tobermory Princess Hotel ! http://tobermoryprincesshotel.com/
Overlooking the marina on Little Tub Harbour, it’s the newest hotel in town and the 
only one with both Wi-Fi and a large licenced dining room. Rooms have double 
beds, so rates can be shared if you double up. The Hotel traditionally holds a 
number of rooms on the 2nd floor for this workshop. When you phone to book your 
room indicate that you’re part of Paul and Steve’s photography workshop.

The Blue Bay Motel  ! ! http://www.bluebay-motel.com/
Located next door to the Princess Hotel

The Bruce Anchor Motel! http://bruceanchor.com/motel-cottages/
Located across the marina from the above two and right on the harbour pier

The Harbourside Motel!! http://www.blueheronco.com/
Located on Little Tub Harbour down the road from the Princess Hotel
  
Both instructors have over 25 yrs. experience in the photography industry shooting 
diverse subjects such as: landscapes, corporate portfolios, commercial 
assignments, fine art, and teaching photography at the college level.

This is our 11th year at Tobermory and over that time we’re explored the area 
extensively to find some of the most visually interesting and scenic locations.

Individuals who are interested in attending this workshop should:

1) Contact either instructors if you have any questions
2) Contact Steve Gilligan to reserve your spot
3) Book your accommodations now, to avoid disappointment. 

Photography Clubs wishing to book a club / group workshop on a different date 
may contact either instructor to arrange for a customized workshop.

Attendees will be sent an information package prior to the start of the workshop.

Stephen Gilligan:  gilligan@torontomail.com    ! (705) 627-3388
Paul Iacoviello:      iaco@sympatico.ca! ! (905) 975-8719

We’ll see you in Tobermory!
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